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DISCUSSION

Position Statement: _

It is acceptable to use adhesive anchors previously approved for the 2009 International Building
Code (IBC) for the 2012 IBC until at least two independent adhesive anchor manufacturers
demonstrate compliance with the new 2012 IBC criteria.

Reasoning for Statement:

There are currently no adhesives available that are approved for use under the new testing
standards referenced in the 2012 IBC. ACI 318-11, as referenced in the 2012 IBC, now references
the new testing standard for adhesive anchors, AC| 355.4 (wherein the acceptance criteria for
testing adhesive anchors has now been codified). Prior to publishing ACI 318-11, the industry
standard for testing and accepting adhesive anchors in concrete was AC-308, developed by the
international Code Council Evaluation Services (ICC-ES). AC-308 was recently modified to reflect
the new requirements of ACI 355.4 and was not made available to adhesive anchor manufacturers
until June 2013. This has caused a delay in the ability of adhesive manufacturers to re-test their
products under the new requirements of AC-308. As a result, adhesive anchors do not currently
comply with all the requirements of AC| 355.4 and the 2012 IBC.
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It is recognized that the new testing criteria for adhesive anchors based on ACI 355.4 may impact
the current published capacities of adhesive anchors. However, until testing is complete, it is
unknown how much the anchor capacities will be affected. It is anticipated that testing of adhesive
anchors by the manufacturer and the subsequent review by ICC-ES may not be completed until
January 2015. Therefore, based on the successful use of adhesive anchors under the 2009 IBC, it
is proposed that 2009 IBC approved anchors be used in the interim. '
Additionally, in order to maintain some level of competition in the marketplace, it is also proposed
that the 2009 IBC approved anchors be used until at least two adhesive anchor manufacturers
have completed the new testing requirements and have published the revised capacities of their
adhesive anchors based on the 2012 IBC.

Approved by the Structural Subcommittee on February 11, 2014.
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Tom C. Hui, S.E., C.B.O. Date
Director
Department of Building Inspection

This Information Sheet is subject to modification at any time. For the most current version, visit our
website at http://www.sfdbi.org
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